
The	social	engineering	in	Armenia	after	the	revolution	

A new government from Russophobes 

We will start the analysis of the policy of the new prime minister with the political 
biography of Pashinyan, who was previously an opposition journalist. He came to 
politics in 2007. He entered the Impeachment party, which demanded the resignation 
of President Robert Kocharyan and Prime Minister Serzh Sargsyan. Later he worked 
in the election headquarters of the pro-Western presidential candidate Levon Ter-
Petrosyan and took part in a failed attempt to overthrow the government in 2008. A 
year later, he was sentenced to seven years for organizing mass riots, but in 2010 he 
was released by amnesty. In 2012, he became a member of the Elk (Exodus) bloc, 
which adheres to a liberal pro-European orientation. This political force has always 
criticized the course of the Armenian authorities for an “unequal union” with Russia. 
It got to the point that in September 2017 Elk prepared a statement on the withdrawal 
of Armenia from the Eurasian Union, which, however, the parliament rejected. In 
2015, Pashinyan, already in the status of a deputy, was one of the organizers of the 
Armenian Elektromaidan. 

As an opposition deputy, Nakol Pashinyan stated that Armenia joined the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EAEU) “not voluntarily, but forcedly”. He described the relations 
of Russia and Armenia as “the relationship of the speaker and the listener.” 

The “post-revolutionary” Cabinet of Ministers in Armenia was formed from almost 
solid Russophobes, which were repeatedly noted in cooperation with funds funded by 
the United States and other Western countries. Among them is Babken Ter-Grigoryan, 
Deputy Minister of Diaspora of Armenia, who studied in the United States and acted 
as coordinator of the programs of the Soros Foundation. During the protest actions of 
2018, Ter-Grigoryan lit up with a poster that directly insulted the Russian president. 
New Labor Minister of Armenia Mane Tandilyan is actively campaigning for the 
country's withdrawal from the Eurasian Economic Union. And the Minister of 
Culture, Lilith Makunts, has been working in the US Peace Corps since 2016, which, 
as you know, is associated with the CIA. Artak Zeynalyan - Minister of Justice, 
veteran and invalid of the war in Nagorno-Karabakh. Нe entrances to the American 
Embassy in Yerevan and even declared by the Americans “human rights defender  in 
2016”. David Tonoyan, Minister of Defense of Armenia. Since 1998, he has been a 
responsible official for the development of relations with NATO. He has close ties 
with the US military attache at the US Embassy in Yerevan. He has been seen in 
collaboration with the organization Transparency International, funded by the Soros 
Foundation. The new head of the Security Council Armen Grigoryan in the same 
“Transparency International” served as the coordinator of the electoral programs. 

Pashinyan’s economic advisor is Daron Acemoglu. He is firmly convinced that 
developing countries and the former Soviet republics should not have their own path 
of development, since there is the only possible model - according to the patterns set 
by Washington. Moreover, Acemoglu, as an “expert,” once advised Ukraine to break 
political and economic ties with Russia.  



One of the social-passionate supports of the regime was the power wing, which began 
to emerge after the coup. The formation of the Sasna Tsrer party, announced on 
September 29, became symbolic in this regard. In fact, they are members of a terrorist 
organization consisting of anti-Russian veterans of the Karabakh war who went on an 
armed insurrection in the summer of 2016. Having captured the building of the police 
regiment, they held hostages there for two weeks and killed 3 law enforcement 
officers. All this, by their own admission, was an act of “anti-colonial struggle against 
Russia.” After Pashinyan came to power, the terrorists from Sasna Tsrer received 
freedom and an aura of “political prisoners”. Naturally, they expressed their full 
support to the new authorities and declared the refusal of political methods of 
struggle. 

The leader of the party, who led the hostage taking two years earlier, Varujan 
Avetisyan, presented her political program, very similar to the Ukrainian radical 
nationalists. It is based on the formation of “Anti-Russia” from Armenia: revision of 
all Russian-Armenian agreements, withdrawal from all allied agreements between 
Russia and Armenia (EAEU and CSTO), withdrawal of Russian troops from the 
country, carrying out de-communization, as well as “political and economic 
lustration”. Earlier, “Sasnatsrerovtsy” called the cessation of broadcasting on the 
territory of the country of Russian TV channels and the nationalization of strategic 
objects sold to Russian business as their goals. 

Their support of Pashinyan is most likely due to the understanding that he is far from 
pro-Russian. Although the politician has not yet made any harsh anti-Russian 
statements, it is highly doubtful that the release of terrorists to freedom and 
conclusion on the political arena is accidental. At one time, the current president of 
Ukraine, Petro Poroshenko, being a candidate, also avoided any attacks on Russia, 
having achieved from it recognition of the legitimacy of the 2014 elections, and then 
made Anti-Russia from the country. Pashinyan suggests the same analogy. 

It is from terrorists that an analogue of the Ukrainian Right Sector is actually being 
constructed - a group that was supposed to carry out the suppression of opponents of 
the authorities, including with the help of overt terror and intimidation. This was 
manifested in Avetisyan’s statement in connection with the parliamentary dissolution 
being prepared: “This parliament must be immediately dissolved, and why not, if 
necessary, with the use of physical force. If they resist, just take hands and legs and 
throw them out of parliament. ” 

It appears that the threats worked, and on October 8, Pashinyan concluded a 
memorandum with the leader of Prosperous Armenia, Gagik Tsarukyan, according to 
which, after the Prime Minister’s resignation, they have pledged don’t nominate their 
candidate for this position. Later, the same decision was made by the Republicans and 
Dashnaksutyun.  

Thus, key positions in the government were given to people who are open agents of 
the West and do not hide their anti-Russian position. Therefore, there is no reason to 
talk about the real continuation of the course on friendship and partnership with 



Russia. Thanks to the window of opportunity, the pro-Western government set about 
reformatting the country according to the templates set by the curators, relying on the 
support of the active part of society, inspired by the Velvet revolution. Those changes 
that would have taken years earlier for them are now taking place in a matter of 
months, since there is no active resistance to them or it’s quickly suppressed. 

The efforts of the new government in the political field of Armenia introduced radical 
Russophobic nationalists from Sasna Tsrer, called upon to be a “shock force” against 
those who reveal the disloyalty of the “revolution”. It is quite possible that they will 
try to bring this party to the parliament in order to appear to the Kremlin as 
“respectable and negotiable partners”. 

A Persecution of representatives of the former elite 

Under the guise of "anti-corruption investigations", a wave of resignations and arrests 
of representatives of the former elite, who are considered not loyal to the West, swept 
across the country. Practically all the mayors and governors of the regions, the 
leadership of the Border Troops, the General Staff, the ground forces, the director of 
the National Security Service Georgy Kutoyan, the head of the police Vladimir 
Gasparyan were subject to dismissal. Although in the midst of the “people's 
revolution” Tigran Avinyan, the speaker of the Civil Contract party founded by 
Pashinyan, insisted that there would be no vendetta in relation to the previous 
authorities. 

Avinyan said’, “I want to emphasize that the main difference between the Georgian 
and Armenian events is our line, that there will not be any vendettas and revanchism 
(regarding representatives of the former authorities). A certain negative that was in the 
hands of Saakashvili’s authorities is absent. ”  

However, as soon as the opposition seized control of the country, criminal cases 
against the former elite fell as if from a cornucopia. It all started with the arrest of 
Lieutenant-General Manvel Grigoryan, a deputy from the former ruling Republican 
Party. Grigoryan, the hero of the Karabakh war, whom all these years had been 
considered untouchable, confiscated a large arsenal of weapons, several hundred 
thousand dollars and 33 cars of different brands. He was accused of misappropriating 
humanitarian aid and possession of weapons. 

Former Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan was “forced out” to emigrate to Moscow. 
Searches and arrests took place in funds related to him and his relatives. Both Serzh 
Sargsyan's brothers Alexander and Levon, the niece of Ani Sargsyan and the nephews 
of Narek and Hayk Sargsyan were put on the wanted list. The former head of security 
of the ex-president of Armenia Vachagan Ghazaryan was arrested. 

The criminal case was launched against the "man of Gazprom" and the second person 
in the Republican Party Karen Karapetyan. Searches and arrests at Norfolk 
Consulting, a company associated with him, forced him to leave for Russia, and the 
conflict within the party led to his departure from his post as first deputy leader of the 



faction. Mikael Harutyunyan, ex-minister of defense, was put on the wanted list as 
part of the “case of dispersing demonstrators on March 1, 2008”. 

The most "high-profile" cases were the detention of the second president, Robert 
Kocharyan, and his colleague of the CSTO Secretary General, Yuri Khachaturov. 
They are being “sewn up” with a clear political tint, namely, they are accused of 
“overthrowing the state system” in the so-called March 1 case, when Kocharyan 
announced an emergency to disperse the 2008 coup attempt. The ex-president was 
initially chosen a measure of restraint in the form of arrest (in August of this year he 
still had to be released), and the head of the OKDB was released on bail. These 
actions can only be viewed as reprisals against political opponents in order to 
demoralize them and deprive the instruments of struggle in the context of future re-
election of parliament.  

Moscow officially expressed its dissatisfaction with the mouth of Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov, who said that the events "are contrary to recent statements by 
the new leadership of Armenia that he has no intention of organizing the persecution 
of his predecessors for political reasons." In the Kremlin, Khachaturov’s detention 
was considered a serious blow to the image of the military bloc and did not rule out 
that the CSTO could be headed by a representative of another country. Also, because 
of this story, the supply of weapons in the amount of $ 100 million under a contract 
concluded in 2016 was actually disrupted. 

This democratic power  has taken a course to eliminate representatives of the former 
elites through criminal cases with a political motive. Such a “cleansing” is extremely 
necessary in order to break the opponents' will to resist and ensure a calm victory in 
the upcoming elections, without giving them the opportunity for revenge. Against this 
background, the first tensions with Russia arose, since Khachaturov was a predictable 
and convenient partner for the Kremlin. Reputational and management risks in the 
CSTO Russia are clearly not needed, and the Armenian government, by an attempt to 
arrest Khachaturov, created them 

A preparation of re-election of parliament and the introduction of Russophobes-
terrorists in the legal political field 

Pashinyan and Co focused their main attention on the preparation of parliamentary re-
elections, within which the electoral legislation is being redrawn and the discrediting 
of not only opponents, but even political forces that were originally allies. It is the 
parliament - the National Assembly elects the Prime Minister, who is a key figure in 
the system of executive power, and the majority in it belongs to the Republican Party 
(50 deputies). Accordingly, Pashinyan’s power isn’t absolute. Moreover, time is 
working against him: during the “revolutionary” rallies, he repeatedly promised to 
improve the economic situation in the country soon, in particular, to increase pensions 
by 60%. This gave rise to high expectations: according to polls conducted by the 
Gallup International Association in Armenia from May 4 to May 9, Pashinyan 
expressed willingness to vote for political force with the participation of Pashinyan 
75% of voters. 



However, over time, the general euphoria is replaced by fatigue, and then discontent 
and disappointment, especially in the context of unfulfilled promises and lack of real 
progress (primarily in the socio-economic sphere). 

Initially, the desire to hold the elections in 2019 was declared, but he soon realized his 
mistake and speaking on the UN podium on September 23, he demanded holding 
early parliamentary elections as soon as possible, justifying it as a “guarantee of 
political stability for investors”, and calling the current composition legislative body 
doesn’t reflect the “will of the people.” 

Using the new window of opportunities, the new government held a new local 
election, which confirmed its high rating: according to the results of the September 
election to the Yerevan Council of Elders, the My Step Pashinian block won a 
significant margin, gaining 81% of the vote. Other participants - the Prosperous 
Armenia party and the Light bloc received 7% and 5% respectively, and the 
Republican Party didn’t nominate their candidates at all. Although voter turnout was 
not high - 43.6%, which is more than the previous figures by 2.6%. 

The election campaign was accompanied by the use of administrative resources and 
outright pressure against competitors, especially the Prosperous Armenia Party Gagik 
Tsarukyan. The police constantly conducted searches at the offices of this political 
force, detained its activists, initiating criminal cases under false pretenses. Members 
of the party’s power team openly threw mud at the Prosperous Armenia, claiming that 
it was engaged in buying off voters. 

In the political sphere, the Spiral of Silence technology was adopted, within which 
such an atmosphere is created that there is only one “correct” opinion that is given out 
for the majority, and those who think otherwise are afraid to express a different point 
of view. For this, they have resorted to the division of society into “theirs” and 
“aliens”, in which “only those who support the government in everything are, and the 
rest are enemies, “counter-revolutionaries ” (even if they are not opposed). The whole 
cynicism of the situation was that such an approach was even applied to its allies - 
without the votes of Prosperous Armenia (the second largest faction in the National 
Assembly), Pashinyan wouldn’t even be able to nominate himself for the post of 
prime minister. 

 “Yes, we are a white force, and all those who don’t want us to succeed, I can say 
black forces. Since we and our success are the success of Armenia,” said the associate 
associate of the Prime Minister, the current mayor of Yerevan, Hayk Marutyan. 

 “The elections of the mayor of Yerevan are elections between revolution and counter-
revolution. There are many political forces that present themselves as allies of the 
revolution, my friends, colleagues, talking about the coalition. However, they flirted 
and flirted with counter-revolution. And I urge you don’t to give a single vote to the 
counter-revolution, ” Pashinyan argued, campaigning for a vote for his bloc. 



Interestingly, Tsarukyan himself and his team showed surprising inertness, resenting 
individual cases of pressure on them, but not criticizing the government as a whole. 
Most likely, this position is caused by Tsarukyan’s fears for his business. 

In October, elections of mayors also took place in 4 cities of the country in most of 
which (Hrazdan, Armavir, Echmiadzin) Pashinyan’s supporters took power, they 
suffered defeat only in Kapan - a non-party candidate took the upper hand. 

The above tactic of stigmatizing dissent by “counter-revolutionaries” by “saboteurs” 
and their intimidation will be applied in the future, especially when the consent of 
MPs to re-election had to be “pushed”. According to the Constitution, the prime 
minister does not have the authority to dissolve the legislature. To pass the early 
elections, the head of the Cabinet of Ministers is obliged to resign. Then in the next 
two weeks, the parliament should elect a new head of the cabinet, for which two 
attempts are given. If the prime minister is not elected the second time, the legislature 
is dissolved, and extraordinary parliamentary elections are held in the country. On 
October 2, the overwhelming majority of deputies adopted amendments to the law On 
the Regulations of the National Assembly, which allowed them to insure against 
possible artificial dissolution of parliament. Proceeding from them, if the meeting of 
the parliament cannot be held due to the lack of a quorum or obstacles are created for 
the participation of deputies, it is proposed to suspend the meeting and continue after 
the elimination of obstacles. 

This demarche, supported by all parliamentary factions, except his own, he responded 
with threats and street crowd. The protesters gathered in front of the National 
Assembly, who, under the leadership of the prime minister, effectively blocked the 
deputies there, on duty all night. 

 “Everyone who introduced the draft law on amending the law on the National 
Assembly Regulations and voted for its adoption, the Republicans and the fractions 
supporting them in Armenia, officially declared the counter-revolution. The 
Republican Party of Armenia should be eradicated from the political field of Armenia, 
as well as all those forces that supported the counter-revolution,” said Pashinyan. 

Further, in order to make the presidential decree more convincing, Armen Sargsyan 
dismissed members of the government representing the Dashnaktsutyun and 
Prosperous Armenia parties, who supported the “counter-revolutionary” law. Minister 
of Transport, Communications and Information Technologies Ashot Hakobyan, 
Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs Levon Vagradyan, Minister of Emergency 
Situations Hrachya Rostomyan, Minister of Energy Infrastructures and Natural 
Resources Artur Grigoryan, Minister of Economic Development and Investment 
Artsvik Minasyan and Minister of Agriculture Artur Khachatryan.  

The US Ambassador to Armenia Richard Mills stated about his support for the 
extraordinary parliamentary elections. Mills noted that the US Embassy continues to 
closely monitor the internal political development in Armenia. According to him, the 



USA and friends of Armenia want to see “free and fair elections, the results of which 
enjoy the confidence of the people.” 

October 16, Pashinyan resigned from the post of prime minister. At the same time, the 
politician did not risk anything at all, since he remained acting until the election of a 
new prime minister, that is, the levers of power are still concentrated in his hands. But 
to complete the preparations for the re-election, changes to the legislation were 
initiated. 

According to the draft law on the new electoral code presented by the Minister of 
Justice Artak Zeynalyan, the main innovation is the introduction of a full proportional 
system instead of the territorial (rating) system. It also proposes a reduction in the 
threshold for parties and party blocs from 5 to 4% and from 7 to 6%, respectively, a 
decrease in the amount of pre-election pledge to 7,500 times the minimum wage 
(today 10,000 times the size), will be 2% or more (now 4% or more). In addition, it is 
envisaged to increase the quota for the representation of women to 30% from the 
current 25%, eliminate restrictions on the formation of a coalition (must be at least 
54% of the deputies) and increase the time for their formation from 6 to 10 days. As 
for the opposition, its number should be one third of the deputies. 

Under the current code, Armenia is divided into 13 electoral districts, of which four 
are located in Yerevan, nine - in the regions. The number of deputies in parliament 
must be at least 101, another four may be representatives of national minorities. Each 
party participating in elections represents two lists for each district - proportional and 
rating. This means that the voter chooses not only a particular political force, but also 
votes for specific people represented in the list of parties in a particular territorial 
district. Thus, half of the deputies pass to the parliament on the proportional list of 
parties, the other half - on the rating lists. 

The Dashnaktsutyun Party and the former ruling Republican Party are categorically 
against the transition to a purely proportional system, because people do not influence 
the choice of their specific deputies in parliament. Another argument - the presence of 
representatives of the regions allows them to lobby the interests of their areas. The 
oppositionists relied on the fact that it is not possible to consider and adopt major 
changes to the Constitution in a day. 

When the deputies of the National Assembly refused to support the changes proposed 
by the authorities, the Prime Minister returned to threats against his opponents, calling 
them “saboteurs”, announcing the fight against “attempts at revenge” and continuing 
the “cleansing” of the political field through anti-corruption investigations. In 
particular, he promised to send one of the deputies to jail, for which the investigating 
authorities are preparing the relevant documents. 

Pashinyan expressed confidence that even the elections under the old electoral system 
could not be turned into an instrument of "counter-revolution". Nevertheless, an 
attempt by the authorities to reshape the legislation suggests that it seriously attended 
to the instruments of ensuring its political domination. 



On October 31, the parliament failed for the second time to vote on the appointment 
of the prime minister and was dissolved by the president. This happened after the visit 
to Armenia of US National Security Advisor to the President John Bolton, which took 
place on October 25. Bolton’s efforts made the parliamentary elections irreversible. 

As for the electoral reform of the government, it was aimed at creating a simple 
proportional system ensuring the absolute power of Pashinyan. Indeed, in the system 
of political coordinates created by the prime minister, he will only need to fill the list 
of his bloc with the "necessary" people and urge citizens to vote “for” him “in the 
name of the final victory of the revolution and democracy” (until the euphoria in the 
society has disappeared). Removing the majority system, in which people vote for a 
particular candidate, exclude “undesirable elements” from the legislature. Despite the 
fact that it was not possible to achieve the adoption of parliamentary amendments, 
there is no doubt that the pro-government My Step bloc triumphed for re-election 
even under the old electoral system, since Pashinyan concentrated in his hands all the 
administrative resources and serious forces able to oppose him inside the country, just 
not there. Therefore, the question of the electoral system will be returned with a 
different configuration of the National Assembly. 

Consequently, the executive branch opposed itself to the legislature, and even to 
former allies. On the political plane, the course was taken to deepen the division of 
society and its radicalization, where only those who unconditionally support the 
“revolution” and the activities of the government, and all the rest are “outsiders”, are 
“theirs” Pashinyan and his team made it clear that with the second category the 
“conversation” will be conducted solely with the help of a street crowd or “security-
service officers”, who will find anyone and “put their face into the asphalt”. A 
negative background is created around any activity of opponents in society, since 
almost all the “passionaries” are on the side of the authorities. 

The window of opportunities: pressure on the church and promotion of LGBT 
propaganda 

One of the characteristic features of the reshaping of public consciousness is the 
replacement of stable ideological codes, the introduction of new “myths”. A vivid 
example of this is the situation in Ukraine, where 1.5 years after the coup on the 
Maidan, the number of supporters of the recognition of the OUN-UPA 
collaborationists as “fighters for independence” increased from 27 to 41%. 

The new “post-Maidan” power in Armenia is not an exception. For example, Araik 
Harutyunyan, Minister of Education for the “Pashinyan” call, who, by the way, comes 
from the Helsinki Association at the American fund Transparency International, 
canceled a military-patriotic education program in schools based on respect for the 
Great Patriotic War, Russia, of the Soviet stories. 

With the help of the terrorists from Sasna Tsrer who had been released, an attempt 
was made to subjugate the spiritual sphere as well: they put pressure on the church by 
holding street actions demanding that the Apostolic Church of the Armenian 



Apostolic Church (AAC), Catholicos Karekin II, he must be abandoned by his title. 
The masses tried to abandon the idea that not only political, but also church power in 
the country should be subjected to “velvet revolutionary renewal”, in the framework 
of which they wanted to achieve the election of a new “people's patriarch”. The 
Catholicos was put forward an ultimatum to give up his post, citing as evidence of 
"abuse" the fact that 6 out of 49 bishops came from his native village.  

It isn’t for nothing that the head of the Armenian Apostolic Church bears the title of 
the Catholicos of All Armenians, as he enjoys authority not only in the republic, but 
also among the vast Armenian diaspora. From which it follows that the attacks on the 
head of the AAC are in the nature of a struggle for influence on all Armenians, 
including the Russian diaspora. All this was done with the aim of placing the 
Russophobe-Westernizer at the head of the church and very much resembles Ukraine, 
namely, regarding the elevation of the “state” church of the self-proclaimed UOC 
(Kyiv Patriarchate) and its leader Filaret (Denisenko) to the rank of “state” church. 

A striking trend in the development of “new Armenia” is the intensification of LGBT 
advancement in the economic, social and cultural spheres. The companion of 
Pashinyan, Lilit Makunts, after her appointment as Minister of Culture, promised to 
promote “breaking stereotypes” in Armenian society. Then this promise was fleshed 
out during the visit to the country by the famous singer Elton John - it is about the 
breaking of traditional family values and the introduction of something alien to the 
national worldview. 

 “We are trying to break the stereotype that accompanies representatives of the LGBT 
community. We want to assist in solving these problems. I think the new president 
and new prime minister will bring positive changes to Armenia: they are already 
engaged in this, and I am very happy that I can become a part of this process ... I want 
to become part of the wind of change for Armenia and turn it into a tsunami,” he 
noted. 

And now, from November 15 to 18, in the capital of Armenia, it was planned to hold 
a forum of LGBT Christians in Eastern Europe and Central Asia under the very 
eloquent motto “Go ahead, for I have won the world. The event was organized by the 
public platform European LGBT Forum, which received funding from the Soros Open 
Society Foundation and the Arcus Foundation, which declared “the fight against 
homophobia and gender discrimination” as its goal. It is the last fund that supports the 
LGBT-Christians Forum and its Armenian branch - New Generation NCO, also 
existing at the expense of Western foundations. Within the framework of the forum, 
priests, theologians and believers from different churches were to be the leading 
speakers. 

All this is a serious challenge for the country and society, which is entirely beyond 
traditional values. According to Pink Armenia polls, 93.8 percent of 1017 respondents 
said they didn’t want to see homosexuals holding hands in Yerevan streets, and 97.5 
percent did not want them to kiss on the streets. 



It is absolutely obvious that the word “Christians” was specifically tied to “LGBT” in 
order to erase the boundaries between these concepts and show the compatibility of 
the incompatible. 

On November 6, the authorities decided not to hold the forum “for security reasons,” 
although this formulation actually hides a desire to maintain its rating in the context of 
the election campaign unfolding in the country. According to the head of the police of 
Armenia Valery Osipyan, if the forum were held, the police were ready to provide 
security. Negative public outcry around the event could hit the political force of the 
premier, so a tactical retreat was observed on this issue. 

It is also interesting that on September 17 this year, officers of the Investigative 
Committee of Armenia and the police conducted searches and seized equipment in the 
public organization Protection of the Christian System of Values and the Traditional 
Family, which deals with the opposition of Soros organizations in the issue of 
“gender” laws. They drafted a bill banning the promotion of homosexuality among 
minors, and also collected information on the activities of the LGBT-grant-eaters. But 
now their activity is suspended. 

According to the coordinator of the organization, Hayk Ayvazian, a draft Penal Code 
has been created, where up to 2 years of imprisonment is already provided for those 
who show “intolerant attitude” towards sexual minorities. In case of its adoption, 
propaganda of LGBT communities will actually be legalized and no one will be able 
to prevent this. 

The above facts suggest that the government does not at all interfere with the 
propaganda of LGBT people, but, on the contrary, “squeezes” their opponents. A 
society focused on traditional Christian values is urging to take members of the LGBT 
community for granted. Using the window of opportunity, the West seeks to make 
Armenia one of the centers for the promotion of LGBT rights in the Caucasus and 
their expansion into Asia. A temporary retreat was undertaken only in connection with 
the election campaign. The blurring of the traditional identity of the Armenians 
through the introduction of "gender laws" and the "promotion of tolerance" to 
minorities will continue. 

The anti-Russian activities of Pashinyan’s cabinet in foreign policy  

In the field of foreign policy, there is a clear tendency of gradual rapprochement with 
the West, while the new regime will try to continue to receive certain preferences 
from Russia: cheap natural gas, weapons on preferential terms, protection from 
Turkish-Azerbaijani claims. In this regard, during a meeting with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, already with the rank of Prime Minister Pashinyan promised to 
maintain the republic’s obligations in the framework of the Eurasian Economic Union 
and the strategic relations between Russia and Armenia. 

During his last visit to Russia and talks with Putin, Pashinyan described Russian-
Armenian relations as “brilliant.” 



 “We can fix that the Armenian-Russian relations are brilliant. There are no problems 
in our relations, not in one direction,” the Prime Minister wrote on Facebook. 

At the same time, in practice, one can see a discrepancy with these words. Thus, the 
new government attempted to arrest the CSTO Secretary General, Yuri Khachaturov, 
on a clearly political pretext, which was written above. Only after the direct 
intervention of the Foreign Ministry of Russia he was released, but it was a blow to 
the organization’s reputation, and therefore the other members of the bloc came to the 
conclusion that it would be necessary to transfer the post to the representative of 
Belarus, who is next in turn. 

Pashinyan was the only head of the CSTO member country who attended the NATO 
summit, held in Brussels from July 11 to 13, and was presented in Armenian media as 
an “important diplomatic victory.” 

During the President’s visit to Brussels in July, the Republic of Armenia confirmed 
the implementation of the “Agreement on Enlarged and Comprehensive Cooperation 
with the European Union”, aimed at implementing domestic reforms, promoting 
democratic, political, economic and institutional stability, supporting economic 
potential, bringing national legislation closer to European, expansion of cooperation 
in the field of trade and security. This is nothing but the actual analogue of the 
Association Agreement with the EU, which the republic had previously refused. On 
July 5, it was reported that the EU was ready to provide financial and political support 
for the reforms being carried out. At the same time, the United States is consulting 
with European partners to increase funding. However, according to the American 
ambassador Robert Mills, Armenia must overcome a number of barriers, among 
which are the position of the republic in international affairs, the fight against 
corruption. 

The US strategic plans are simple: to deprive Russia of the maximum number of allies 
and Armenia is now a very weak link. Therefore, the US and the EU will do 
everything to maximize its involvement in its orbit of influence. In the framework of 
the closed round table “Humanitarian aspects of global design. Military-political 
confrontation 2018” held on July 18-19 at NATO headquarters, organized by the 
Council on consultations, command and control of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization in preparation of the report “Modeling potential conflict zones and 
humanitarian aspects of defense planning” was held with the participation of 
representatives of the analytical community military-political cooperation, among 
which was considered Armenia. In particular, representatives of the Council noted 
that the cooperation of the United States and European countries with Armenia should 
take into account modern dynamics aimed at forming systems of regional alliances, 
and existing relations in the future should form a “regional partnership” of Georgia 
and Armenia. 

Another interesting fact: Armenia, which is in the CSTO, directs its officers to the 
exercises conducted by the United States and NATO - direct strategic opponents. In 
early August, NATO exercises Noble Partner 2018 began in Georgia, where, in 



addition to the NATO countries, Georgia, Ukraine and Armenia participated. The 
exercises themselves are already traditional and are associated with the development 
of joint actions in the defense and offensive of military and special units, as well as 
aimed at supporting the Euro-Atlantic course of Georgia. 

The statements of American diplomats and officials, who strongly praise Pashinyan, 
cannot but be alarming. US Ambassador to Armenia Richard Mills compared with 
one of the founding fathers - the second US President John Adams. 

During his visit to Armenia, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European and 
Eurasian Affairs George Kent noted that “after the early parliamentary elections, 
Armenian-American relations will enter a new period of development. 

 “External support to Armenia by the United States has increased, and we are ready to 
deepen our ties with your country. We are ready to provide our support in matters 
such as the fight against corruption, where we have extensive experience and our own 
institutional approaches, on which we have worked in Ukraine and Georgia,” said 
Kent. 

In this regard, the position of the Americans on Nagorno-Karabakh is interesting. The 
outgoing Ambassador Mills, in an interview, expressed confidence that after the 
parliamentary elections, the conflict would be settled on the terms of “land for peace”, 
that is, the actual return of territories by Armenia to Azerbaijan. 

 “I was surprised when I first came here and learned that the majority of Armenians I 
met were strongly against the return of the occupied territories in the framework of 
the negotiation process. The understanding of the negotiation process for many years 
was that these territories were initially occupied in order to be used further within the 
framework of the formula “territories (lands) - in exchange for peace,” the 
ambassador stated in his interview. 

Pashinyan urged  don’t to take this statement seriously, focusing attention on the 
future caretaker Mills. However, Trump’s national security adviser John Bolton, who 
arrived in the country, expressed the same position in a somewhat more veiled 
manner, thus emphasizing that this was not a joke at all. It wasn’t by chance that 
Bolton, before meeting with the Armenian Prime Minister, spoke with Azerbaijani 
President Aliyev. 

 “I, of course, met with great enthusiasm the changes that occurred in Armenia in the 
spring, as well as the upcoming December elections. When such changes occur, in 
fact, revolutionary, there is always an opportunity to solve problems that seemed 
insoluble before. Of course, we talked a lot about Nagorno-Karabakh ... Of course, 
there is no way to go without difficulties, however, we felt that the Prime Minister had 
very good positions in Armenia, and after the elections they are likely to become even 
stronger to show their leadership qualities. If the Prime Minister passes during these 
elections and his party receives this mandate, then this is a good opportunity to take 
decisive and decisive steps to take action on the Karabakh settlement, ” Bolton said. 



At the same time, he did not miss the opportunity to accuse Russia of insufficient 
efforts to resolve the Karabakh conflict and even urged the Armenian leadership to 
abandon the purchase of Russian weapons in favor of the US, in order “don’t to 
depend completely on one major power.” Pashinyan promised to discuss this initiative 
“if there is a lucrative offer,” completely “forgetting” that Armenia, as a member of 
the CSTO, acquired Russian armaments at domestic prices, mainly under affordable 
credit programs, or received as aid and for free. 

Thus, it is absolutely clear that the United States is playing an open game aimed at 
destabilizing the situation in the region with the involvement of Azerbaijan on its side. 
Separating Armenia from Russia, the country's withdrawal from the EAEU and the 
CSTO, the withdrawal of the Russian military is part of this plan, the ground for 
which is prepared with the help of a settlement using the “land for peace” formula. 
The implementation of the above scenario will begin after the re-election of 
parliament, in which the western partners have no doubts about the victory of the 
Pashinyan team. 

These signals have already been caught by representatives of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Russian Federation, who have expressed dissatisfaction with the frank 
intervention of the United States in the affairs of their strategic ally, by criticizing 
statements by Ambassador Mills. 

 “All this was justified and necessary for the realization of the good goal - to make 
Armenia a more just and transparent society.” At some stage, the ambassador 
nevertheless realized that he was carrying it in the wrong place, and corrected himself, 
saying that the recent political changes in Armenia were caused by purely internal 
reasons, and also spoke about the unbending will of the Armenian people to change, 
etc. However, it was already too late to justify the ambassador, since the first part of 
his statement was already heard. The ambassador’s speech culminated in a farewell 
order, I quote “to my friends in civil society and the media, to continue to 
uncompromisingly and vigilantly supervise the activities of the government. Well, 
this apparently instructed the remaining comrades,” commented on the behavior of the 
American diplomat, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova. 

The Russian business community has noted increased pressure on Russian 
entrepreneurs who have invested in projects in Armenia. The most significant is the 
action of blocking roads leading to the gold mine of the Russian company 
GeoProMining Gold in the Sotsk region, organized by illegal searchers. As a result of 
these actions, on May 26, 2018, production was stopped at two fields. Financial losses 
were also incurred by a subsidiary of Russian Railways, which didn’t have the 
opportunity to transport in connection with the overlapping of railways. 
Representatives of the criminal world actively participated in organizing illegal 
actions. 

The new government found complete weakness in attracting new investments. 
Moreover, the massive curtailing of projects only on the basis of the fact that they 
were supported by their predecessors dealt a big blow to the investment attractiveness 



of the republic. Here is indicative of the story of Ruben Vardanyan, who heads the 
non-public association “Investor Club of Armenia”, which includes 30 of the largest 
Russian businessmen of Armenian origin with a total capital of $ 20 billion. In 
addition, he has influence in the Armenian diaspora of the United States. 

Pashinyan made a decision to liquidate the Center for Strategic Initiatives (CSR) 
jointly with the state created in January 2017 on the initiative of a businessman who 
developed the concept of informatization of the country, creating 26 development 
projects in this field in 1.5 years of existence. Moreover, Vardadyan not only didn’t 
speak out against the “revolution”, but also supported it, speaking in an article in the 
Financial Times, where he called the Armenian Maidan “a victory for the whole 
nation and especially the youth. 

It isn’t surprising that the meeting of the politician with potential investors in Russia 
did not end with anything, since no one wants to risk his own money for fear of losing 
them at one time due to the voluntarism of the prime minister and his team. But 
having lost Russian investments, Pashinyan did not at all acquire Western ones. He 
did not have a meeting with Armenian businessmen in the United States at all, since, 
apparently, they are not even inclined to trust “revolutionary enthusiasm” there. One 
of the largest representatives of the diaspora in the United States, entrepreneur and 
philanthropist Noubar Afeyan said that to attract the investment, you need trust, but in 
order to gain trust, you need time. Based on this, in the near future, Armenia should 
not expect significant cash inflows and an economic breakthrough. 

The actions of Pashinyan and his teams do not correspond to the strategic interests of 
the country. Neither the US nor the EU will satisfy Armenia’s security needs, and will 
not provide sufficient incentives for the development of the country's economy. In 
addition to cooperation in the military sphere (the general air defense system, the 
102nd military base of the Russian Federation in Gyumri, membership in the CSTO, 
arms supplies at domestic prices), Russia is the largest investor in the Armenian 
economy and fully controls strategic infrastructure facilities, from the gas market to 
rail traffic. Breaking ties with Russia will be fraught with enormous problems for the 
people of Armenia. 

Сonclusions 

Thus, using the technologies of social engineering, the post-revolutionary power takes 
systemic steps to reprogram society, which ultimately will lead to the formation of 
another anti-Russian focus from Armenia, like Georgia and Ukraine. The Velvet 
Revolution, which took place in May 2018, opened up enormous opportunities in this 
regard - the changes that they would have had previously spent on are now taking 
place in a matter of months due to the lack of active resistance in society. 

The key positions in the government were given to people who are open agents of the 
West and do not hide their anti-Russian position. In the political sphere, it carried out 
a “cleansing” of representatives of the previous elite through a series of high-profile 
anti-corruption or political cases. By applying the technology of the spiral of silence 



in society, intolerance was imposed on any opinion other than pro-government. The 
society was divided into “black” and “white”, and all initiatives of the opposition, 
represented mainly by the former ruling Republican Party, were presented as 
“sabotage” and “counter-revolutionary conspiracy.’ Due to the post-revolutionary 
euphoria, the rating of Pashinyan and his team is high, which was manifested in the 
victory in the local elections in Yerevan and a number of large cities, although it 
should be noted that many voters ignore the vote. The strength of the street crowd and 
the patronage of external interested parties made it possible to “push through” the re-
election of parliament, which the government urgently needs, since the absence of a 
majority in the legislature is an obstacle to absolute control over the country. In 
parallel with this, terrorists-Russophobes from the Sasna Tsrer organization, who are 
analogous to the Ukrainian Right Sector and the “battering-ram” against the 
opponents of the “revolution”, were introduced into the legal political field. 

One of the characteristic features of the reshaping of public consciousness is the 
replacement of stable ideological codes, the introduction of new “myths”. In this 
aspect, the coup of May 2018 opened up an almost unlimited window of opportunity 
and the rate of change increased. So, the “revolutionaries” abolished the program of 
military-patriotic education in schools, based on respect for the Great Patriotic War, 
Russia, Soviet history, tried to interfere in the spiritual sphere. But the most important 
thing is that they carry out informal pandering to the propaganda of LGBT people, 
which is manifested in repression against active supporters of traditional values. Only 
at the last moment they retracted their permission to hold a forum for LGBT 
Christians in Yerevan so that, with an eye to the election campaign, don’t to lose 
electoral glasses. 

In the field of foreign policy, there is a tendency towards a gradual rapprochement 
with the West and a departure from the course towards friendship and strategic 
partnership with Russia, with soothing statements for the Kremlin. It is appropriate to 
compare the activities of Pashinyan with the former presidents of Georgia and 
Ukraine - Mikhail Saakashvili and Viktor Yushchenko. Both of them assured Moscow 
of the invariance of friendly, fraternal relations with the Russian people, but in the end 
they made their own countries hostage to the ambitions of the West, crossing out 
many years of historical ties. An indicator of this is the active desire of Pashinyan to 
be friends with the Western elite, the premiere’s laudatory odes from diplomats and 
US officials, the participation of Armenia in the CSTO, in the exercises of the 
strategic opponent - NATO. They can’t but alarm the statements of the Americans 
about the mandate of the new government for the settlement of the Karabakh conflict 
according to the “land in exchange for peace” formula, contradicting the interests of 
the country. 

In addition, the Pashinyan government is putting pressure on Russian capital, 
selecting property and curtailing the projects of investors from Russia, just because 
they had good relations with the former leadership. 

In general, proceeding from the tendencies of development of Armenia under the 
“revolutionary” power, after re-election to parliament, we can expect an increase in 



anti-Russian discourse, up to and including withdrawal from the CSTO and the 
Eurasian Economic Union. 

	


